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Purpose

To develop technological 
ventures that solve global 
peace and development 
challenges, building an 
international community of 
peace businesses.

Vision

To become the most prominent 
point of reference, driver and 
best partner to create, support 
and scale business 
opportunities to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 



As entrepreneurs committed to build a more 
sustainable and peaceful world, in 2014 we 
started in Colombia to work collaboratively 
toward helping build peace and sustainable 
development through entrepreneurship and 
technology, with the ambition of scaling 
PeaceStartup into a global network of peace 
businesses.

The PeaceStartup methodology has been 
broadly tested in Colombia with excellent 
results.

OUR STORY

FOUNDERS: 



§ BARCELONA OFFICE (International HUB), SPAIN

§ BOGOTÁ OFFICE (Representation in Latin America), COLOMBIA

PEACESTARTUP AMBASSADORS:

PEACESTARTUP 
REPRESENTATION

• United Arab Emirates (Mr. Rami Murad)
• Palestine (Mr. Ahmed Saqer)
• United States of America (Ms. Sif Thorgeirsson)
• United States of America (Ms. Brenda Hali)
• Argentina (Mr. Giovanni Pérez)
• United Kingdom (Mr. Lorenzo Lozano)
• Switzerland (Ms. Catrin Froehlich)
• Colombia (Mr. Jonnatan Bustos)  
• Kenya (Ms. Muthoni Nduhiu) 

Barcelona, International Hub for innovation, 
technology and sustainable development



PeaceStartup’s methodology unites multiple 
actors, public and private, to create 
sustainable, technology-based solutions to 
regional and local peace and development 
challenges. Our methodology identifies 
business projects that contribute to the SDGs. 

ü It is a tested, bespoke approach.
ü It combines a global vision with local impact.
ü It builds a multi-stakeholder alliance with the 

potential of global and local reach for the SDGs.
ü It bridges innovation gaps between sectors and 

territories in conflict, post-conflict and divided 
societies.

WHAT IS PEACESTARTUP



OUR FOCUS IS 
OUR OPPORTUNITY

We are the best partner to identify, create, support and scale business 
opportunities in conflict and post-conflict contexts.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP ECOSYSTEM
• accelerators, venture funds, 

incubators (public and private…)

We build a bridge between these two 
ecosystems and enable a holistic action, 

that is integrated and long-term 
through co-innovation

HUMANITARIAN AID & 
COOPERATION ECOSYSTEM
• the public sector, international aid and 

development organizations , NGOs



PEACESTARTUP CYCLE

1 2 3 4
Establishing strong 
multi-stakeholder 
partnerships enables a 
more integral,  
comprehensive and 
sustainable approach 
to peace building and 
development. 

The most salient and 
pressing issues are 
identified so they may 
be presented to digital 
entrepreneurs and 
businesses with the 
challenge of applying 
technology  to provide 
sustainable, scalable 
and successful 
solutions.

- Incubation

- Acceleration

- Transplantation

- Intra-
entrepreneurship

Solutions are 
turned into 
business projects 
supported by a 
team of high level 
experts and 
mentors in different 
fields (business 
development, 
technology, 
sustainability).

Alliance 
Building

Peace and 
Sustainable 
Development  
Challenges

PeaceStartup
Management

Accompaniment 
and consolidation

PeaceStartup takes ideas and turns them into results in a matter of 4 phases.



PEACESTARTUP PATHS
WHAT CAN BE THE POSSIBLE PEACESTARTUP PATHS TO TAKE?

Fosters one 
single 
business 
model that 
solves one 
challenge

Different 
business 
models are 
accelerated 

Builds a 
global network 
of businesses

Incubation: Enables entrepreneurship with 
long term perspective. Brings together the 
brightest minds and ideas.

Acceleration: Enables short-term impacts by 
transforming already existing entrepreneur 
projects into the best startups in their fields and 
markets. Brings together teams to accelerate 
and develop SMEs.
Transplantation and Intra entrepreneurship: 
Enables short term impacts and the best risk 
management by partnering with businesses. 

1 to 3 years 3 to 5 years 5 to 10 years

3 to 5 years

5 to 10 years

1 to 3 years

Many challenges exist 
to build business 
opportunities  in 
conflict and post-
conflict contexts

SDGs need to be 
addressed in 

conflict and post 
conflict areas 

THE CONTEXT



PEACESTARTUP CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE SDGs
At Mission Level 

At Business Solutions Level

At Operational Level

The PeaceStartup mission contributes to SDGs 8, 16 
and 17. These relate to decent work and economic 
growth, peacebuilding and multi-actor partnerships.

The PeaceStartup methodology integrates a gender and 
inclusion perspective. Enables new forms of learning and 
knowledge development, and it takes advantage of the new 
technologies with a keen eye for sustainable approaches. 

The challenges in conflict and post-
conflict contexts addressed within the 
framework of each PeaceStartup Cycle 
are linked to different SDGs. 

PeaceStartup Foundation supports the SDGs.



WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED

ü 3 PeaceStartup Cycles in Colombia (2015)

ü 1 PeaceStartup workshop in Zurich, Switzerland (2016)

ü 6 global and over 30 local allies (international/local public and private 
organizations)

ü 6 local challenges addressed

ü 158 entrepreneurs and 70 mentors participated

ü 6 startups launched (Obras de Paz, Drominando, Agrored, RoboTeam, 
Educa para la Paz, Atarraya)

Main partners:



STARTUPS SUPPORTED
IN COLOMBIA

§ Obras de Paz: Employment and 
construction - web platform. 

§ Drominando: Drones to detect & 
deactivate anti-personnel mines.

§ Agrored: Process knowledge and 
agriculture.

§ RoboTeam: Robotics and children’s
education.

§ Educa para la Paz: Digital service
and education

§ Atarraya: Supply service, agriculture
and manufacturing



INTERNATIONAL 
NOMINATIONS TO AWARDS

2015 Business for Peace Award 
(Oslo) 

Shortlisted:

• 2015 Innovation Award Colombia, Accenture
• Prince's Prize for Innovative Philanthropy 2016, 

Tocqueville Foundation



§ In the next several years, PeaceStartup will build an investment 
portfolio of peacebuilding ventures for impact investors.  
The main focus will be on Colombia with a secondary focus on 
Kenya and the Palestinian Territories. 

§ In addition, PeaceStartup will be working on a new way to 
manage investor risk in these new ventures.

LOOKING AHEAD

Become one of the leaders that will bring change 
by turning peace and development challenges 

into entrepreneurship opportunities



If you want to learn more about the PeaceStartup
Foundation and our work, you can visit:

www.peacestartup.org

or

Contact me at sif.thorgeirsson@peacestartup.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION



BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA
Calle 73 #10-10
Tel. +57 (1) 2104845
Cel. +57 (316) 790 8015 

BARCELONA, SPAIN
Ronda Guinardó 2, 6- 3
Tel. +34 620 820 422
Tel. +34 600 071 188

peacestartup.org
facebook.com/peacestartup
twitter.com/peacestartup
fundation@peacestartup.org

A GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR PEACE BUILDING 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT


